San Francisco Climate Action Ordinance

Fact Sheet

About the ordinance:

· The San Francisco Climate Action Ordinance will establish greenhouse gas reduction targets of 20% below 1990 levels by 2012 (from San Francisco’s 2002 resolution), and 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 (from California’s 2005 executive order).

· The Department of the Environment (DoE) will calculate San Francisco’s 1990 emissions baseline, monitor yearly greenhouse gas emissions, and setting yearly goals (approximately 2% a year, but probably steeper in the first few years to hit the 2012 goal).

· The 2004 climate action plan will be used to establish a baseline, and will be updated as necessary.

· Every city department will adopt a climate action plan to reduce the emissions from its own activities, as well as the private sector activities within its regulatory scope, by summer 2008, with periodic updates.

· The Planning Department will review San Francisco’s General Plan to integrate climate action into its policies, review its guidelines for environmental review to take greenhouse gas emissions into account, and review transportation policies to encourage a shift to sustainable transportation modes.

· The Department of Building Inspection will review the building code and other codes to improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions.

· The Department of Public Works will review city standards to improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions.

· The City Administrator will review standards for city owned and leased buildings, and review city purchasing requirements, to improve their environmental performance and reduce emissions.

· The DoE will coordinate the climate action plans for all city departments, releasing a yearly report on greenhouse gas emissions, and compiling yearly progress reports onto a single report card and web site, starting with a report on the 2008-2009 budget year.

· The DoE will work with other city and county governments and the State of California to adopt a common baseline approach and coordinate greenhouse gas reduction targets and policies.

· The DoE will identify and coordinate projects in the city that will qualify for funding under the state-mandated cap-and-trade schemes.

· The ordinance urges the San Francisco Public Utilities commission to develop an energy action plan to make San Francisco’s electric power supply fossil fuel free by 2030, improve the reliability of San Francisco’s electrical grid, set annual goals for increasing the percentage of the City’s energy that comes from renewable sources, and set emission reduction goals for the Sewer System Master Plan. 

About the Climate Action Plan for San Francisco

· Created in response to 2002’s Resolution 158-02, “Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions”, which set a target of reducing emissions to 20% of the 1990 level by 2012.
· The Climate Action Plan was presented in September 2004, but not formally adopted.

· The plan calculated 1990 emissions as 9.1 million tons per year, of which 51 percent were transport and 49 percent from buildings.

· Greenhouse gas emissions increased from 9.1 to 9.7 million tons between 1990 and 2000.

· Of the 1990 transport-related emissions, 47 percent were from private autos (trips within the city accounting for 24 percent, and auto trips to and from San Francisco for 23 percent). 3 percent was from transit (1 percent Muni, 2 percent from BART, Caltrain, and ferries). The municipal fleet accounted for the remaining 1 percent.

· Of the emissions from buildings, 19 percent were from residential buildings, 16 percent from commercial buildings, 10 percent from industrial buildings, and 4% from municipal buildings.

· Emissions from the Port of San Francisco and San Francisco International Airport were not included.

· The report identified actions to reduce emissions by 2.6 million tons per year to achieve the 2012 goal of 7.2 million tons per year. Actions were grouped into four areas: transportation (963,000 tons), energy efficiency (801,000 tons), renewable energy (548,000 tons) and solid waste (302,000 tons).

About the 2006-2007 Civil Grand Jury Report

· The report, entitled “Can San Francisco Keep its promise to reduce greenhouse gas emissions?” was released in June 2007.

· The report concluded that San Francisco “is not now on a sufficiently aggressive path to meet its emissions reduction target”, and made 20 recommendations for improving the city’s effectiveness in reducing emissions.

· The report recommends that the Department of Environment should take the lead in public education and outreach about climate change.

· The report found that San Francisco is not meeting its goal of increasing transit ridership, and that the Municipal Transportation Agency (MTA) should set goals for increasing ridership and improving the reliability and speed of Muni service, and that funding for public transport should be increased.

· The report recommends expanding the city’s bicycle network, reducing emissions from taxis and city vehicles, and promoting plug-in hybrid cars.

· The report included seven recommendations to improve the energy efficiency of both public and private buildings

· The report encouraged the city to decrease the use of plastic goods and increase recycling.

