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Supervisor Mirkarimi to Introduce Climate Change Legislation

SAN FRANCISCO (Sept. 11, 2007) -- Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi will introduce landmark climate change legislation today that seeks to set targets and establish a coordinated strategy for reducing San Francisco's greenhouse gas emissions over the next half-century.  Integrating local and state climate change policies into a coordinated strategy, Mirkarimi's proposed ordinance would require San Francisco to update its 2004 climate action plan -- which was never officially adopted -- and adopt yearly reduction targets that allow the city to achieve its 2012 and 2030 goals in terms of reduced emissions.  The measure would assert San Francisco's civic leadership in responding to a growing global consensus that greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced by as much as 80 percent of 1990 levels by 2050 in order to prevent catastrophic climate change.  

"The glacial pace that our federal and state governments are working to confront the degrading impact of global warming demands a serious response," stated Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi.  "Even the San Francisco Civil Grand Jury reports in June 2007, that our City is no where on pace to adequately meet its emission reduction targets as set by resolution in 2002 - it's time we take our role seriously with law that compels change," Mirkarimi remarked.

Mirkarimi's proposed ordinance would require city departments to prepare emission reduction action plans for their own operations and for the activities they regulate, while the Department of the Environment would be charged with coordinating the overall effort and monitoring the city’s performance.

The San Francisco League of Conservation Voters (SFLCV), which has been advocating that San Francisco boldly address climate change, feels that this legislation is a key step in addressing the climate change challenge. “Awareness about the global challenge presented by climate change has grown exponentially over the last few years, but it is difficult for people to connect this challenge to their own lives” said Amandeep Jawa, President of  SFLCV.  "Supervisor Mirkarimi's measure, which addresses the way we build, the way we move around the city, and where our energy comes from, will help everyone understand how their activities affect the global environment, and to take effective action."

Clean transportation

Mirkarimi's measure complements Measure A, on this November’s ballot, which seeks to amend the City Charter to require the semi-autonomous Municipal Transportation Agency to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. Supervisor Mirkarimi was one of the seven supervisors to place proposition A on the November ballot.

"According to the city's Climate Action Plan, over half of the city's greenhouse gas emissions come from transportation.  Forty-seven percent of that is from private cars, and only 4 percent is from public transport and the city fleet," said Tom Radulovich, Executive Director of Livable City.  "Clearly, we need to lessen our dependence on private autos by improving Muni service, electrifying transport, and encouraging walking and cycling.  Sup. Mirkarimi's proposed ordinance will get city departments who make decisions that affect transportation -- including the MTA, the Planning Department, and the Transportation Authority -- to work together to address transportation emissions."

Clean and reliable electrical power

The proposed ordinance also lays out a strategy for achieving clean and reliable electrical power, requiring that the city develop a strategy to generate all of its power by renewable sources by 2030, and to develop a plan to increase the reliability of the city's electrical grid. 

Emissions Reduction Efforts 

In 2002, San Francisco adopted resolution 158-02 calling for a 20 percent reduction from 1990 emissions levels by 2012.  Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger issued an executive order in 2005, which set a goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent of 1990 levels by 2050.  Last year, the California legislature adopted AB 32, which calls for a reduction of emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, and charged the California Air Resources Board to recommend further reductions beyond 2020.
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