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Yerba Buena Island Natural Areas:

Summary of Intact, Threatened Habitats 

Clipper Cove

Location:  Clipper Cove is directly east of the northern tip of YBI, opposite the marina.

Community:  Toyon woodland, coastal scrub, willow riparian, coastal strand.

Diversity:  Medium to high. Integrity:  Medium to Low

Special natural features:  Giant horsetail growing above willows; wildlife?

Weed ecology: Severely invaded by fennel, ehrharta, oxalis, iceplant.

Stewardship:  Main YBI Stewardship site in progress; great volunteering location. Whole French broom stand removed by volunteers on 12/15/07. Iceplant on the run.
Stairway to Clipper Cove

Location:  From south end of beach accessible at high tide up to Macalla Road.

Community:  Oak woodland, coastal scrub, willow riparian.

Diversity/Integrity:  Medium to high.

Special features/Rare species:  Fiesta flower at the top; California hazelnut along stairs; wildlife?  
Weed Ecology: Severely invaded by eupatorium, a highly invasive weed.

Stewardship:  Work performed on June 15, 2006; trail and eupatorium need addressing.

Water Tank Lane

Location:  From just east of water tank on Macalla Road to below large rectangular tank at?

Community:  Oak woodland, blue elderberry woodland.
Diversity/Integrity:  Medium.

Special features/Rare species:  Dutchman’s pipe right around the tank; wildlife?

Weed Ecology: Severely invaded by fennel and English ivy.

Stewardship:  Work performed on June 15, 2006, including removing ivy from many oaks. Ideal site for a pilot restoration project.

Buckeye Grove

Location:  Across Macalla Road from picnic area.

Community:  Buckeye woodland.
Diversity/Integrity:  Low.

Special features/Rare species: Fiesta flower; the 3 California buckeyes.

Weed Ecology:  Severely invaded by English ivy, eucalyptus, etc.

Stewardship:  Work performed on June 15, 2006, including removing ivy from the buckeyes.

West Bluffs

Location:  Bay bluffs facing San Francisco and the Bay Bridge, west of Treasure Island Road.

Community:  Oak woodland, coastal scrub, coastal prairie, coastal bluff.
Diversity/Integrity:  High.

Special features/Rare species: Fiesta flower, dune gilia, remediation site; wildlife? Probably the most biodiverse natural area on the island.

Weed Ecology: Invaded by fennel, ehrharta, eucalyptus etc.

Northeast Woodland

Location:  From just east of water tank on Macalla Road down to the north shoreline – in between two large eucalyptus groves – southeast of Clipper Cove Beach.

Community:  Oak woodland, willow riparian, coastal scrub.
Diversity/Integrity:  Unexplored; appears very high.

Special features/Rare species: Huge toyons; fern understory; Dutchman’s pipe; surely tremendous bird diversity; possibly fiesta flower.

Weed Ecology: Eucalyptus on 3 sides.

Summit

Location:  West of grassy area, west of island summit.

Community:  Oak/Toyon woodland, sage scrub.
Diversity/Integrity:  Medium to low.

Special features/Rare species: Wildlife?

Weed Ecology: Invaded by several weed species.

Stewardship:  Great potential community stewardship site.

Eucalyptus Plantations – including Coast Guard Jurisdiction

Location:  Throughout.

Community:  Eucalyptus
Diversity/Integrity:  Some native plant diversity, including stands of soap plant and wild rye.

Special features/Rare species: cobwebby thistle, dune gilia; wildlife?

Weed Ecology: Eucalyptus and other invasive weeds.

South Bluffs – Coast Guard Jurisdiction

Location:  Southern third of island.

Community:  Mixed coastal scrub and chaparral, grassland, oak/toyon woodland.
Diversity/Integrity:  High.

Special features/Rare species: Dune gilia on Pleistocene sands (actually, not on the bluffs but above the crest, nestled among the eucs), foothill needlegrass, coffee fern, blue dicks; 

harbor seal haul-out.

Weed Ecology: Eucalyptus on 3 sides (upslope, to the east, and around the corner to the northwest at the Bay Bridge)
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